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ABSTRACT 

A program of basic language/writing skills was 
designed to enhance the literacy levels of 24 multicultural seniors, 
aged 65 or older, who were recruited from senior centers throughout 
Erie County, Pennsylvania. Computer literacy and basic word 
processing skills were taught along with basic language/writing 
skills in a nonthreat ening learning environment. A curriculum was 
written and instructional materials developed using state-of-the-art 
computers and software. Instructional activities were centered around 
the seniors' recollections of their past experiences. The 
recollections served as the core (medium) for stories to be 
reproduced on the computers. These stories were gathered into a bound 
chronicle of personal experiences. (Course outlines are provided for 
these courses: grammar, spelling, writing, and word processing. The 
20-page report is followed by the chronicle of reminiscences and 
personal recollections on such topics as reading memories; hometown 
memories; personal favorites; family traditions; favorite toys, 
games, or amusements; what we did before TV; and clothing styles from 
childhood.) (YLB) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
''^ from the original document. 
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TITLE: Exploring the Past 

ADDRESS: GECAC Training Institute 

1006 West Tenth Street 

Erie, PA 16502 phone: (814) 459-9859 

Director: Lynne c. Burke Funding: $9,000 

Duration of Project: 

From: 7/1/92 to 6/30/93 Number of Months: 12 

duJa^I^rof ^° by at least 1 grade level over the 

seSors aaed fi/j;?^^?^ ""''^ ^^^^^ language/writing skills of 
o? iSe TABl ^Test nf°^H^T; ^ "^^^^^^^^ by the language sections 
OL T:ne lABh (Test of Adult Basic Education) . 

skmf h'^'^'^^'S designed a program of basic language/writing 

skills that enhanced the literacy levels of seniors aae 65 or 
Older computer literacy as well as basic worSprocesIinq skills 

^hrJatSnfna f ^^^.^^^^ ^^^^^ language/writing skins in S^nS^-'" 
threatening learning environment. A curriculum was writ?f:.n 
instructional materials developed utilizing state-of-?he-art 
a?oSnd'Se'"^ software. Instructional actLitieJ Sere Ln^ered 
around the seniors' recollections of their oast ^^r^^y^ ^r.^lt 
The recollections served as the core (mSdLm) JoHtories be 
reproduced on the computers. These stories we^e gatSereS Jnto a 
aSa^ahf"?'"'^ of personal experiences. The ch?on?cIe is 
available for use in Head start classrooms throughout the state. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: Multicultural seniors, age 65 or older were 
recruited from GECAC/AAA senior centers throughout Er^iJoun?? 

PRODUCT: A computer-based curriculum for senior instruction 

expSincis?'"'""/""'"'"^ ^^'^'^ Chronicle of persSnS'"" 



DESCRIPTION: This program was designed to reinvest the seniors 
in lifelong learning. It is a common myth that learning ends 
with graduation. Many of today's senior population were forced 
by economic conditions into early withdrawal from formal 
educational experiences. This situation has diminished the 
quality of their later years because of their fear of formal 
learning situations. The computer revolution has only served to 
magnify this fear. This population feels they cannot deal with 
new technology such as computers and have developed a computer 
phobia • 

Margaret Hellie Huyck in GROWING OLDER states: "Mental 
flexibility rather than mental rigidity is related to continuous 
learning and the ability to adapt to inevitable social changes. 
Mental acuity is lost if not used," The population to be served 
by this proposal has cut itself off from formal learning. 

Recent research by Dr. Robert Butler, an expert in aging in 
the United States, determined that the unproductive human is at 
high risk of illness and economic dependency. The secret. Dr. 
Butler claims, to combatting "the decline" is to fight 
inactivity, challenge the mind, and help others as often as 
possible* 

The senior population of today is living through an 
information revolution that is as mystifying to them as the 
Industrial Revolution was to their grandparents' generation. The 
last ten years have seen a proliferation of computers, fax 
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inachines; computerized telephones, and even digitally operated 
microwaves* This onslaught of technology has intimidated many of 
today's senior generation and created widespread technological 
enigmas. A daily attendee at Erie East Senior Center recently 
commented that many months ago she received a VCR as a gift from 
her children. Unfortunately, because of her fear of this 
unfamiliar technology, she has not even learned how to turn the 
machine on. Beverly Hutchinson, the Senior Center Coordinator, 
confirmed that many seniors have had similar experiences. It is 
essential for our senior population to overcome these phobias to 
fully utilize and benefit from the new technology available to 
them today and thus improve their quality of life. 

In an effort to break down these perceived barriers, GECAC 
Training Institute provided computer literacy/basic word 
processing skills instruction in conjunction with basic 
language/writing skills in a non-threatening learning 
environment . 

Instructional activities were centered around the seniors' 
recollections of their past experiences. Classes were held at 
GECAC Training Institute, a Pennsylvania private licensed 
business school, which has a successful history of working with 
seniors through the Older Workers Job Training Placement Act 
program housed in GECAC. GECAC Training Institute has 12 state- 
of-the-art computers and the most up-to-date software available. 

Participants in the GECAC senior centers have expressed an 
interest in helping others. Our program focused on producing a 



non-threatening learning environment to help them flex their 
mental muscles* It also served others through the use of the 
seniors' recollections of personal experiences in selected Head 
Start classrooms. 
OBJECTIVES: 

1- A computer literacy/basic word processing skills curriculum 
was written and instructional materials developed by August 
31, 1992. 

2. Twenty-four multicultural seniors, age 65 or older were 
recruited from GECAC AAA centers in Erie County. 

3. Basic language/writing literacy skills of seniors were 
increased by at least one grade level over the duration of 
the project as measured by the TABE. 

4. The fear of new technology reduced by familiarizing the 
participants with state-of-the-art hardware and software. 

5. The quality of the participants' lives improved by 
reinvesting the seniors in lifelong learning. 

6. A bound chronicle of personal experiences was produced to be 
used in Head Start classrooms. 

Time Frame ; 

Curriculum Development - July - August, 1992 

Instruction 

Session I - September - November, 199 2 
Session II - January - March, 1993 

Evaluation and publication of chronicle 
April - June, 1993 
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MANAGEMENT /STAFF: 



R. Benjamin Wiley, Executive Director 



Amos Goodwine, Jr., Unit Director 
Employment & Training 



Lynne Burke, Project Director 



Sharon Kalbaugh 
Curriculum Developer/Instructor 



Mary Hiles 
Curriculum Developer/Instructor 



PROCEDURE: A certified business education teacher who has 
experience working with this population was hired to develop the 
curriculum and teach the class- The teacher researched, 
gathered, and created instructional materials. During curriculum 
development, the teacher/developer will met with the director of 
GECAC Training Institute on a weekly basis to determine progress 
and to discuss any concerns. The teacher worked with the 
director of GECAC senior centers to recruit participants- 
Participants were recruited from the ten senior centers located 
throughout Erie county. 

Each prospective participant was given the language sections 
of the TABE to determine their beginning literacy level- The 
curriculum was tailored to fit their average reading levels - 
A review of basic grammar and punctuation was given in order for 
the seniors to be more comfortable recording their narratives 
into written form- A basic introduction to computer operating 
systems and word processing demystified this new technology and 
eliminated computer phobia- This was a hands-on learning 
experience with each senior having access to his/her own personal 
computer- The group was encouraged to narrate personal stories 
of ethnic traditions that lend a flavor of yesteryear. These 
stories served as the core medium to be reproduced on the 
computers. With the sophisticated editing features found in 
WordPerfect 5.1, the seniors entered, edited, and published their 
recollections into a bound chronicle. 



CO 10 
ERIC 



The seniors were encouraged to volunteer and share their 
developmentally appropriate personal chronicles with a local Head 
Start class. The overall chronicle is available for regional or 
statewide dissemination. 

Instruction was held two hours per day, two days per week 
for twelve weeks and two sessions were held throughout the year. 

Transportation was provided by the Erie County LIFT and 
partially subsidized by Erie County Area Agency on Aging which is 
housed in the GECAC complex. The LIFT is operated by Erie County 
government and is the paratransit system for the elderly and the 
handicapped. 

Evaluation procedures included the pre and post language 
sections of the TABE test. Student surveys, teacher 
observations, and student progress reports were noted. 

Methods and Materials . A tutorial based approach to 
computer literacy was developed to use state-of-the-art computers 
and software. A thorough search of available materials was 
conducted by the teacher. All classroom materials were an 
appropriate mix of purchased and innovatively presented 
information. Other available materials to accomplish the 
program's objective will be developed by the instructor. 
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RESULTS OF PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

Every senior that participated began with the same feelings 
of inadequacy and ineptitude. it was very difficult to recruit 
willing seniors as they did not want to be "embarrassed" by their 
lack of knowledge or were "afraid" that they couldn't work that 
"mysterious piece of machinery." As we gathered (and sometimes 
coerced) the seniors to participate, it was obvious that they 
loved talking about the past. We didn't bring up the word 
"computer" until they were comfortable being together and 
comfortable with the instructor. 

The instructor began by testing each participant using the 
Mechanics and Expression and the Spelling sections of the TABE. 
She then reviewed basic v/riting and grammar skills. Two days a 
week the seniors would appear ready to discuss the assignment for 
that week. As their knowledge of mechanics and expression were 
renewed, they demonstrated an increased awareness of proper 
grammar, spelling, and usage. The students became ultra critical 
of every piece of mail they received and every article they read. 
They would bring in every mistake they found in the 
correspondence they received and would even call the local 
newspaper to bring every misspelled word printed to their 
attention. Their attendance was exemplary. As they became 
acquainted with each other, their questions would spark 
recollections and they would reminisce about downtown Erie and 
specific locations of Erie County. They would often get into a 
controversy over a date or a location of a historical site. 
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Ms. Annita Andrick, Librarian and Archivist for the Erie 
County Historical Society, was a guest speaker for the seniors. 
She spoke about the many historical sites in Erie County and 
truly sparked an interest in each of the participants to visit 
the sites and learn more about our local history. Her speech 
stimulated many recollections for the seniors. They were now 
ready to begin their writings. As will be evident by the 
enclosed end product, the seniors produced some absolutely 
wonderful stories. They so enjoyed verbalizing and writing their 
recollections. It inspired each of them to go on to the next 
step — THE COMPUTER, 

As they walked into the computer lab and sat down, they all 
looked rather pale. The fear of this machinery was overwhelming 
for some of them. The instructor took her time and painstakingly 
went over the basics of how the computer worked. She stressed 
that they were in control of the computer and not the computer in 
control of them. As the course progressed, the students became 
mere comfortable and asked very relevant questions. The 
instructor could see the mystery of the computer (or computer 
phobia) being replaced with a sincere desire to learn as much as 
they could in the time allowed. The students could actually see 
the practicality of the computer. Several seniors expressed how 
they wished they had "these things" when they were young. 

The outcomes of this project were many in terms of increased 
self esteem and a true desire to learn more about the local 
history and computer literacy. The participants increased an 

9 



average of 2 . 5 grade levels as measured by the Mechanics & 
Expression and Spelling sections of the TABE. The seniors 
discovered they could learn something very new and were quick to 
tell anyone who would listen about their newly acquired 
knowledge. One 80-year-old senior participant had been the 
editor of her school newspaper. She could now see the 
significance of how important the computer would be in this 
endeavor. A 78-year-old gentleman senior was absolutely amazed 
that he could produce something on one of "them/ there" machines. 
Another participant, a 70-year-old African American woman who had 
grown up in the heart of Mississippi was so inspired by the class 
that she decided to do a history of her childhood for her 
children. This project truly reinvested these seniors in the 
love of lifelong learning. 
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GECAC TRAINING INSTITUTE 
WRITING SKILLS - GRAMMAR 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The objective of this course is to increase by at least one 
grade level over the duration of the project the basic 
language/wri v.ing skills of seniors, aged 65 or older, as measured 
by the language sections of the TABE. 

This course is designed to improve tne basic language/ 
writing skills of these seniors enrolled. Computer literacy as 
well as basic word processing skills will be taught. 
Instructional activities will be centered around the seniors' 
recollections of their past experiences. Their recollections 
will serve as the medium for stories to be reproduced on the 
computers. These stories will be gathered into a bound chronicle 
of personal experiences to be shared with selected Head Start 
classrooins . 

As part of the basic language/writing skills program, the 
seniors will complete activities designed to eliminate 
grammatical errors made in spelling, punctuation, capitalization 
and sentence structure. The seniors will then apply the basic 
rules of spelling, punctuation, capitalization and sentence 
structure to selected writing topics which will be recollections 
of their past experiences. The seniors will write on a different 
topic at each class meeting. Their writings will be critiqued 
and returned to them for correction and revision. Students will 
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be taught to critique their own work and to revise sentence and 
paragraph structure until the final revision is clear and 
concise. The final revision will then be reproduced on the 
computers . 
OBJECTIVES: 

To have the seniors edit problems in a sentence and 
restructure each sentence with correct usage and mechanics. 

To learn the rules of grammar. 

To apply the rules of grammar to increase one's ability to 
speak clearly and be understood. 

To learn to write grammatically correct sentences that 
clearly expresses one's ideas. 

To organize one's thoughts in a sequence that makes one's 
writing coherent and easily understood. 

To learn the 5 step writing process. 

To learn to embellish one's ideas by using additional 
details in a clear manner when writing. 

To provide seniors with many topic suggestions that will 
utilize their recollections of the past. 

To teach the seniors how to edit their own writing and ways 
to revise their writing. 

To improve the seniors' spelling abilities by learning 
appropriate spelling rules. 

COURSE OUTLINE 
I . GRAMMAR 

A. Usage 

B. Sentence Structure 

C. Mechanics 

Assignments: Complete the exercise in the following 

instructional books: English Essentials^ a 
Refresh er Course Book and Developing Writing 
Skills . 

12 
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Instructional method: 



Tutorial 



Evaluation: 

Students turn in the completed exercises and within 2 or 3 
days it is corrected and returned to the student • The instructor 
meets with che students to review incorrect answers and to give 
instruction and additional assignments when needed. 

II. SPELLING 

Assignment: Take one spelling list everyday* Write each 
word three (3) times and hand in completed 
exercise, using Gateways to Correct Spelling . 

Instructional method: Tutorial 

Evaluation : 

Check weekly writing assignments for correct spelling. 
Proofread all written work for spelling accuracy. 

III. WRITING: 

A. The Five (5) Step Writing Process 

1. Generating Ideas 

Assignment: In small groups ~ brainstorm a topic 

2. Organizing Ideas 

Assignment: Make a list and categorize all ideas 
brainstormed. 

3. Writing the Story 

* use supporting ideas, reasons and explanations 
with each succeeding paragraph. 

Assignment: Complete a writing assignment on a 

specific topic that is a recollection of 
a past experience . 

Assignment: Embellish an original writing 

assignment . 

4. Revising the Writing Assignment 

* Look for any spelling or grammatical errors. 

Assignment: Make any necessary changes in the 
writing assignment . 
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5* Editing the Writing Assignment 

* Re-read; look for problems with phraseology and 
organization* 

Assignment: Re~write with changes in final form. 

This exercise is repeated on a weekly 
basis. Examples of topics for the 
writing assignments. 

Instructional Method; Tutorial 

Small Group discussion: 
Brainstorming ideas. 

Instructional Materials: Writing Frames . 40 Activities for 

Learning the Writing Process . 

Evaluation: 

Weekly writing assignments are corrected by the instructor 
and returned to the seniors. Corrections are discussed, 
revisions made and assignments are re-written if necessary. 
Writing assignments are then in final form to be taken to the 
computer room for typing. 

PERFORMANCE BASED LEARNER OUTCOMES 

At the successfully completion of the Writing Skills-Grammar 
portion of the course, the students will be able: 

To know and correctly use the rules of grammar. 

To speak with clarity and be easily understood. 

To write a story using systematic, sequential approach to 
organizing thoughts . 

To write sentences that are grammatically correct and that 
clearly express thoughts. 

To complete a writing assignment embellishing on an idea by 
adding details in an appropriate way. 

To utilize spelling skills to communicate effectively in 
writing. 
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WORD PROCESSING 



Course Description : 

A hands-on course designed to give the student a working 
knowledge of the Personal Computer and WordPerfect 5.1 systems < 
Students will be acquainted in a wide range of word processing 
tasks commonly performed in today's automated office. 



Text; 



1 01 Word Processing Exercises for WordPerfect 5.1 . 
Lloyd D. Brooks. 
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MAJOR nnar.g 
The Word Processing course is designed to: 

prJoesS^Sg"'"''""'^ "^-^""^ acquainted with word 
Train the student in the techniques of word processing. 

S%S-KKg"1?g\?:f.\°---r:ic^a^--'-»-- 
Give the student experience in decision making. 
Help the student determine job priorities. 

Sird\\\Se\lLl iys'ttT''''''' of a 

Show how industries utilize word processing. 
Identify the career opportunit i pc, i i 

of office automation. available as a result 

?I;roJ?ic2!" that have been developed for 

?S°the^\c^^:LT^y'ili!^^^ °^ originator with regard 



1 

2, 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 
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SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIO NAL OBJRCTTVR.q 

After completing the course, the student should be able to: 

1. Describe the role of word processing in the modern 
office . 

2. Explain the difference between hardware and software. 
3* Discuss the basic word processing functions. 

4. List the broad classifications of word processing 
commands . 

5, Use the enter/command keys. 

6* Use a complete quick reference card. 

7. Initiate the word processing programs. 

8* Respond appropriately to program menus. 

9* Position the cursor to the screen. 

10. Scroll text both horizontally and vertically. 

11. Enter text onto screen. 

12. Correct errors using the overtype or insert function. 

13. Delete text from a document. 

14. Insert text within a document. 

15. Print single or multiple copies of document. 

16. Select print options available on a particular system. 

17. Print documents on single sheets or continuous paper. 

18. Save a newly created or edited document to disk. 

19. Load an existing document from disk storage. 

20. Use status lines. 

21. Set and change margins. 

22. Set tabs and indentations. 



23. Enter text using regular, decimal, and outline tabs, 

24. Enter text. 

25. Set line spacing 

26. Reformat text. 

27. Set, save, and multiple format lines. 
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COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE 



I. WORD PROCESSING CONCEPTS 

A. What is Word Processing? 

B. Word Processing on Wang and IBM Systems 

!• Wang Word Processor 

2. IBM Word Processor 

3. System administrator 

4. Systems components 

5. Word processing main menus 

6. Acceptance block 

7 . Cursor 

8. Cursor position keys 

9. Execute/ Enter and Cancel keys 

10 . Documents names/ numbers 

11. Screen concepts 

II- BASIC WORD PROCESSING 

A. Creating and Printing a Document 

1, What you need to know before you start 

2, Document logs 

3. Word processing main menus 

4 . Creating libraries on Wang systems 

5. Making a menu selection 

6, Creating a document 
7* Typing a document 

8, Exiting/ending a document 

9. Printing a document 

B. Locate Keys 

1. Locate Key 

2. Previous and next screen 

3 . Go To key 

4. Cursor position keys 

5. Backspace key 

C • Formatting a Document 

1, The format/status lines 

2. Format keys 

D. Basic Text Editing 
1. Text editing 
2 • Str ikeover 
3 • Inserting text 

4 . Deleting text 

5. Highlighting text 

19 
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E. Printing 

!• Printer 

2. The daisy printer 

3. Paper feed 

4 . Print docuinent menu 

5. Printing selected pages 

6. Restarting a page 

7. Printing draft style 

8. Canceling a print request 
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A Senior Writing 
and 

Computer Workshop 



•riio (t)ll...winy I omlu i r:c('iu^or> hrwe ).K^n>ii prRprii.-ed I^y a very 
nporial uMMip ur f;oiMui.R hni n al". th(? c^PJCAC I.eariiiiKj CenbGi:, We are 
.inap.nd rc)rlunaLp Lo hnvn thr. wppui. Luiu. Uy l.u share in Uheir epeaial 
mPinuripf^. 'I'liPRR pr^irRonnl i rou.I leol. i unr; and others like lihem 
pi. iwldo ;x val\ia})lr^ and «nl.(^i. \ a 1 n I.ikj Lin); lo Lhe pBsU aiKl promote an 
luulei: sland i.ny and appreciation oT uur coiuinon heritage. 

'I'haiik yon , 5.>eniors 1 



Sharon Kalbaugli 



Ilary lilies 
I ns t ructu). F5 



Aii|\oln AyinoM)) 

Ruby Tan oil 
N'lnde.liite OeiMstoii 

1 ,01 iiula IrMkiiis 
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Hess Mai lin 
Mai}j;ai (M l'iiK'7ewski 
Naomi Killiii}.^ 
I'.lsa Kulli 
Hill :;a(((Mlr(^ 

.\\\\\c vSpai l;s 

RiUli Williams 
Maii:m WimkI 
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VIA'] DAYiV 



I ipmrpmbor wIipii uhildi.en ubey^^d Lheii: pareiiLn without 
(4UP«l M)M<. , I KGinembPr wIipm n pound uj; liamburg would Teed a family 
l.ivo. I i.PinPmbPi; wbeii wo baked uur own bread, but if wg bought 
n^ioal i.t was ten (jpiiUf;. MuUlGr was I: i r le(-ii cents a pound. Eight 
U (!l()(!k cur rep. was three {jounds for eighteen cents, and you ground 
I t you 1 r-:p If, 

n^rA familioM yjew l.hcMi. uwn veggi.ps, tiut if yo\i wont to the 
^' ninp r^n Saturday nights, you could buy baskets of over 

1 I pp f I u i t foi a (juartei;, 

ThortP wpi.e the ca.Ilpd "Good O.l.e Days," but were they? It 
dpppnds on how you look at it. There was less crimel Why? 
Ho(^nuc:p niPn got up at dawn to do the chores before going to work, 
Wompn gol \ip with the men to cook breakfast and get the cliildren up 
fni- noltnol. 'I'hpy wa 1 kpd Rome of them for miles. 

•i•h^^ womou oookod, rMpanpd, and war:lipd clo thes ■ ( some with the 
wrudi born (I). A Tow had war:;!ie] s that wpre powered by hajid. Then 
Ihf-^y hung I hp (vlothen in all weather on lines in the yard. Supper 
war; cookr^d and dishes washed In a dish pan and dried by hand and 
p\d- away. Hy then, the faiwi ly was too tired for anything but bed, 
'I'hat*s wi\y tliere was no crime. 

Today— wp have all Icinds of eiectrJ.c gadgets, such as stoves, 
mi ci. owavps , plpcti.ic irons, no-iron materials, cars, buses, vans, 
TV*n, film no wallonans, and l elephones. Everything is to make life 
paRy r\nd wi th l.ho PKti a timo we drink, do drugs, and get food from 
sl-.ores or quick, serve restaurants. There is time to get into 
1:m)uI.)1p, and ci.i.mp, — pl.eniy ot it. 

Wp don't, want to go back to the "Good Ole Days," but wouldn^t 
a "Happy llPdi\iin" help? 



Marian Wood 



Mi';ri(.)Ki p;s from I'hotor 

' " ' V<>n 1 (if 

■ ^'"^ -' people .na places 

">^y -np. a ixnk bo the presenl:, 

,, • '"'-^-^^ "'^"'^^ ^^-'^^-^^^'^ ana 

' '-^"-^ wJ-i:>. ou,: family and 

"n^'-s l.,,u,y l.o us iBUgl^Uer, sadness. 



i... U,e.U: ,,„„,„^ 
" :..>■ or w.„.... ,„„„„^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

n 1 bum . 

Jane Sparks 



RICADING MICMORIES 
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ui:ai)I ik; hpimoui v::i 

'I'l'e book hLXcB.luJd^ii^^iluM c;omeR l.o mind as one of the first 
pl:o. y boohP .1. ever ..end. Tl, i r. was usually in the early evening or 
Fiomelhin., to <lu before bo.u.ime. Rc.hool homework came first, and 
l-lH-n il. war. <,u l.r. i ar:> l.o eilhn,. ..oiler nkate, or just talk to your 
school fi i.nndn or neighbor I r lends on the front porch. 

llaomi Rilling 
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An a ho.ennyer, .1. en joyed reading Lhe Ilancy Dx'ew boo)cs • They 
v;<^j R a RRi. les of book?5 v;.il:h a sense oT mystery* I still love the 
llanc^y Dipv; l.iook.r^ in my < •( > 1 I J I: Ion at my home. 1 wonder if the 
llan^.^y l)i ev/ ))()ol;.s vjonbA ht^ ].H)pnl.ar today? 

vJane Sparks 



iipjiiou I i;.'! (IF DovjiiTowti r;u.u3 

iH.wnl.owM Ki.-.io nl. Chi i..-,l,„,-,s I; i.iue wn;-. a very excitj.ny place for 
V^>'>'..) <.'l.il<l. fjnn r-.l.(,|, wr. ,,|| madP war; lo see Santa C.laus nb the 
llo was a i..My ,„ni. in a i.Gd velvet suit with a 
'-""H'- Th.M,. w,.,.. •;>.v<.,.al h;<| ;:l.ojr.r:, downtown lirie: 

■I'lar^kr;, llal.|r>r,, ntacys, !.,r> i , i. a and many live and dimes. 

Catherine Gustafson 



•riiMi(;n I uu;ni-:Mnp:u v.init.liig .in uuv^/irruwu eiu.e as a ciiiLO 

Tlip l.h.liiy J. remember mosL as a child Is geUUiny five cents 
Tor a RliK^r^l. car ride ami qolng downtown. We would go to the 
nor-U.)!! rM.oj o m(OfM-. nujup I i lends undr>i.- une biy clock In Lhe 

middle or Uhr. c?l:ore. Afler we meL our friends we would walk down 
Lo lhe lake and wnl:c:h liie boats. There were also horse- drawn 
wayonr; that would qo from house to house delivering milk and 
hn I'vod q()(jdf^ . 

On J^ntuj.day my g rai\dmo tlier would take the street car and go 
In thf^ market, ny si.ster and 1 would meet her at the street car 
nto)) with nui wagon to bi.ing home the goods that she bought. It 
war, n lot of' Iini. 

Lorinda Jenkins 
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ni'inoRi i:s of vi s n'l ik^ rail k 

I io„,o,nbo,; ar, a youn.,, l.eo.iaye yl.i .l. .1 used to come over to 
1^. ip a. Hi c^pr^nd a weekend will, a y u.U-r lend . She originally lived 
Union cil.y ),ut lair., im-.v-mI to Crie ))e<.:ause oJ: work. 

In II. n winl.e, I in.o, w-. u.nil.d ripend the eveniny skating at the 
'ink over at the mai.ket on Plast .1?,th and State Street. Every 
iiiinnle of it vmr, en ) oy al.).l o . 

In I he summertime, a block oi: .'Jr-cniid Avenue in Union City 
wouJd he cior--.ed o T C and w.. wonj.d r^kate at l,ome . The neighborhood 
k.i(lF! would al l. yet tuyetl^u to sl'vate. , 

To ("iniRh on: llie weekend, in the morning we'd get up and go 
to (.■hni.'h, and aiiler dinn-u- we'd vir-.it \nitil it was time to go 
hoi.ir-. Tlien WP wo\i I d go I o the bur; rdaL.ion and she wo\ild see me 
oir. 

Bess Martin 
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My memories uC the Villa Maria Academy 
.1 948-195:^. 

I 1 rMMPiuhrM: yoiiiq to Villa duriuy my liiqh school years and 
mopliinq niniiy iipw Ij-jends. (;uc homeroom as a Freshman was in the 
old pr\i I or the Vil la Convent and it was called the Latin Room, 
We had l;o chanye classes and you had live minutes between classes; 
sometimps yr a almost ran to yet to the next class. At the time I 
went to liiyh school, tlie ViM.a Colleye, yrade, and hiyh school were 
all. in l:hp samp bui.ldi.ny aU-ny with the Convent for the Sisters of 
Sa i n t ospph . 

Most of our classes were held in the new part of the Villa 
<:al.lpd Gannon Hall. We had all our business courses on the top 
r.loor; shorthand, typ.iny, and bookkeeping. 1 always remember the 
^-'ullpyp lab atn OSS the hall which sometimes smelled Like rotten 
pyys.^ ThP (M.)l.lpqp stvidenls also had thej.r classes in the same 
' ) ' >^M • Momn c:(Hlpyr-'v students also boarded at the. school, and 
1 ho i I 1 Momr? v;pie on I hn r^tMioinl ajid th.ii.d (Moors. 

\'U-\ woi. e vniJ. Conns , and I always remember the white collar and 
cuffs, (wh.i.(.:h my mother starc;hed) alony with our blue dresses that 
the cM)lla!'S and cuffs wei.e f\ttached to. V/e did not iiave all the 
modern ( ion vpn i ences suc^h ar; ('omputers or even have television sets. 
1 wc)\ild yo to my y i r I f r iond ' house l,o watch some programs, as we 
d i dn ' I hrwo a 'TV sol. . 

Many t i mos all my liionds and 1 wo\rl.d walk over to Pulakos 
ha);ory on Llth and I.ibpil.y :.U.i;eet (which i.s now the Salvation Army 
huildincj) ff)i- a ti.oat Ik-MOm^ c:atchi.ny a bus home. Then other times 
wp v/Muld wall; all the way lo State Street and yo to the Boston 
S'nio lor a "Cherry Col'.e" bnCore catchiny our bus. 

M ri I. y a r e t P i n<j 7. e wsk i 
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I II': UP { M i v: 

OjMvniKj in Mi.io many l.ond iur»nu)j;.i es? . As a uhjid looking 

b?n;k, Maluj.Uny v;nf^ LIig day spI". nslde I'.oi: yolng to the market and 
Ulip.n qnhH.j p;liopp.inq. 'LMiq e«Milrnl rinrkel. lUnii7;G is open al: 5 o^cIock 
in Uio Minining und nLayj; optMi unl.i.1. llio. lariuers have sold tlieir 
pi.odvicre. When yo.inq to Llie lu.n.lcel: my gi nnddad would pick up my mom 
and Lhey wouJd yu in Ihe eni iy mo);nj.nfj. .1. v;as not always up that 
onily. Upun iet\irn.iny from Ihe mni.'];el-., the groceries, meat, and 
pvoducp wei.n p\it away. v/n would tlien liave our luncii and get 
(Ji eRRed up I c) go d(jwntowji, l urst by streetcar and then replaced by 
(M l y On a n.ice day we v/ould somet.imes ride the bus one v;ay 

and wall; hom^^. M'Ik^ r;torr>5: vko went r;h(;ppLng in wg). e The Boston 
St(jj:e fuid Ti ar^l;s v/lilch are no .longer in business or the buildings 
ai.e no Unigei'* there. They v/ere our iai:ge department stores in the 
dov/ntown aiea. (^oing dovjntown was something that 1 iool^ed £orward 
l<} , and ar; I i lue v;onl: on, I iina.l.J.y gut lo tiie age wheire I could 
woi k in one of tlie ntuien. You had to be sixteen to apply for 
WO! king pappj.n at l:hat time. Saturday was the big shoppiiig day, 
and day the teenagers could apply J.or a job. Yes, 1 applied 

toi- F\ fJcM t\n(hny job at I3enr;on*s Uress Store and was hired- 1 
pn'ioyed v i i I. i ng , shopping, and working in downtown Erie. 

Maomi Killing 
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GiU}Wi.!iG DP i.n c:Lii;vi'ji.,AiiD, OHIO 

^^V ^''^^ ly dayr; v^r>ir> ;'.|,,.nl in C 1 vo 1 ;n u I , {)\\\.o, In Lhe days of 
d«MM <m:;: ioM rMn. W(> , <-hi!(lir?M in liujse dayp;, Oldu'l: have 

'»'n:h luonoy, r.n our acL i v i I i ( v; v^ere In places tlial: were free or 
lhal (M>t;l voiy lill lrn. wn v;nvi.l.(.l ridn lh<. LrollGy Lu downlown 
t'l ov(»l .Muci MMd wnlK lluoM.jli I 1m» uu-u krd-M ;uid nlzores Also we 

U5tf^<l 2'-> (;onl-. a 11 ov/ancr^ I o f.f^G tiu-^ i-;a l;.u rday mnl-.ineGS, wliich 

c.toiH^i'dod or a cai loon, nrn;: ; i t?^ L , and l.c-salure picLure. Tiie 
lalkiot! \}o.] P> in | Rv/incj I linn and Lhpy were very excJ.ting. 

I'Jisa Uutli 




CM 1 i.i)ii(.)oi; rir;riouj i;:r; 

Wh(^n I v/ns n child .1. .lived In a lov/ii of 12,000 people. We 
had nil k i udr; (if] r;i)orl:F; niid qaiues? Iv play wlUh other children. In 
Uio F^umnmi- v/c? vmiiL c)ii v;e(?kRiid Tleld Ur.ips to parks and lakes. We 
a 1 had Bummf^^r conuRi.l.r; in l.he park. 

Dill Satlierlee 
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DuWIITOWtl ERIK, lynu 

A- n yuuny mn ,.■ i.c-nl Indy, ,. aame Uo with my husbnnd .In the 

V-nr l<,.-,n. , v i . i I i .lownlown Erie and qoj.ng to the 

n...., ...,,o, .e.o.a pinye,: and 
--'•"Yin-, it to our hu.,,. . ^ere tw„ candy stores in downtown 

I'Mlakos and ehaconas. At Kaster there was always a large 
-'—•nlo display in Pu.lak,..-. window. -ih. hoston Store had a huge 
'•'-<-•••- H.o n.nt Ilour and pnop.l.n won 1.<1 ,„eet there under it. On 
LI... r.u...„nd ricor of the i3ur.l..n Store wa,^ the dining roon, and in the 
"•""LI. or llovpmher the HosI-m, Ri.ure would have a doll show. My 
''•-lughto, 'r, hirLlKlny was in IIovo>mI.,p,- nnd we would attend the doll 
Rhow loi lunch. 

Jane Sparks 
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nV FAriJ I,Y \-lJ\B SWhllE CHOPPERS 

Ml (^Goryia back in Lhe 1.920 we lived in a house, part was 
l.oyc;. Wo did \)n\: hrwe llghl., and we did noL have gas. We cooked 
on an i i on sl ove and we did i\ol: have runniny waLer. We had to. get 
wal.nr iioin a weii. Wlien I. was a k.id my sisters and I went to 
sciiool, and WP had lo walk about tliree miies to the iittle red 
r.c!h()r)l ht,uc:o. \\ !K\d I wo i.ouiuf:? and Uhoi.e were two teachers. In 
l.honn ci.Myjq your pai.eiA.r; had to ljuy your books, and after school we 
would have to qpt water niul wood. Then we would have to go feed 
thn (M)Wf? and (;h 1 r^'.pns . I)u i i ny the weekends, we played hide and 
«:f>o|;^ nd vn> vnm 1 d |^lay bn 1 I . 

lUitli Williams 
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<'r"r!';ui.A n i M,r; 

flillr; i c; a r;n.;U ! town In Iho cGiiber of PGiuisy 1 vailia • 
I war? hoi n \\\ l:lie midnl-. ol I he fin Gp.idemic in 1910. I wenb to 
R(.:1k)o.1 and yrncUialzed Uliei.p in 1936. 

i n(hir;l.r i.or.; woi.r> m I > r i.cl;y a r d , clay inlnes, and coal mines, 
fly l.'a l.lir^i; wfir; a i.a 1. .1 i. cjad hlnrk t^pe i.a Uo i; . Soineliimes he would take 
yyr. wiLh him Lu work. .11: war;, to ur,, in the middle of the woods, 
M'hPjiP war^ a r,l i pam wherp wt^ tiouid swj.m oi: lish. 

My town had two yio(M>Jv Fttot.o.n:, a druy Rtore, and vuitil the 
rii.p, a hardware paint storo. We nf?.VGi; I;new what happened, but the 
l\ardwaiP ntore, l.iurned and took a whuioi block with it. Paint cans 
r^xplodf^d anrl it R(?Rinpd to )>nrn forevGr. 

'I'lm c;| oi y oi: how ou j; tov/n yot J tR nrime was that Chief Osceola 
Kat on a 1 oy l}i^hind what waR to become our school. The Mills was 
addpd lal p!" Tor .1 d^n t i f i.ca t .i.on . 

Marian Wood 
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A l-AM.I.bY •J'UAU.LT.I.OIl 

Tl.o ,li,;U„Mn, y r,ays 11, at n hradll: ion j.s n belief or custom not 
wril-.l.on o„ pnpei. wl.icl. U hcnnded down from generation to 
qo„<.,M.i,,n. c.xa.np.le in soiue Lnml.l i.es it is a tradition to say 

q.ac^cn |,r..c,,R M>RaI.M. riany Cami.l i.es hany stockings on Christmas Eve 
or pat tnikey and RtufTiny on 'J'hanksg j v ing . 

tlV lamily hnr, cPilnin l.iaditioMs. One 1 especially like ig 
'*"■''' ■■' ''■•n'l.'M .y ,.,-,ndir. . In irdM.an Rvr, fur good liealth and wealth 

I'T l.ho ,:,,min.| yna. . (1, , i r:l mar. Kvp wp get together to share our 
Itn'p and I pp Lings l.oi- pacii utiier. 

I Ml ink I he ti ad it. ion .■^ta). ted wlien our children were quite 
-'d i 1 i.cnirj a i. n iimu.i.tanl. I.pcanr.e they are part of our 

h p r i I a g p . 

Jane Sparks 
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PIU.ISONAL "FAVORrrES" 
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A VPlUy RIMCC.IAL I'lUlilUL) 

•I'li'n- veiy r.i.KM:.i.r\ 1 fi i (muI cnn^? InLu my l.iUe June, 1900. He was 
a ;;(/lm,->iK/.(:M puppy, iiruuc-t.l Skipper;. He was G weeks old. Skipper had 
l.o bn ( o(l, L];ainf?(l lu yo ( )\i l..s .Ule , and Lialned to get used to his 
u<^vj Immr:^, "Thn Playpen". Tho IM.aypen was quite an experience. We 
rinnlly (joU \n l.Iir^^ point v;lioin iie war: introduced to his bed. By 
now hn had Ir^-nned to j a I o to who waf:-: Rpeaking to him for his 
a I: t e n t i o n . 

Wo playod, we walked, and we went bye-bye in the car- He is 
nov; a r.jiown do<.| , and wp aif^ 1 lie bej^t of Irlends. 

Naomi Rilling 
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MV 1'AVORJ.TE MOUTH 
"v .......i,. ,„„„,„ „, ^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

"".n-." h, ,„„,„„. „,,,„^,. ,^ ,.,,,,^^„^„^ „„„„<,rtabl, 

""" ""'■'•■"'^ ouMoo. .port.. The flowers are 

Mo„„„,„ „„„ „i„„ ^,„^,„^ ^^^^^ ^ 

F,:.M"enl ly P„,.,„ s„„,,,-,y. l-,-.ul.y, and Enster are In 

'"' ■ ""-'"^ t'>- ,„y Ca,..Lly „el„s .„e celebrate 

»V l..l,. l,lulay n„„ al=„ ,„y y„>„K,er son's birthday. 1 lock torward to 
Ml in moiil h oyoi y yenr. 

Jcine Sparks 
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M.ve ,„„ .-, ,i„v puppy „„e y.n,:. , M,„, HlCc.y. 

ve,;y b,;i,,„„ „„„ „^ ^^^^^^^^ 

"' 'J "i'^'-V w„. ,,„.,.. too, be,,i,„ CO. pop 

-lay Mlck.y „n, „ i , „ „^ ^^.^^ 

..y r,„; popi..,,,-,, „,„., ,.,.„^i. J ^^^^^ 

rilckpy ptil. Lu KJepp. 



Marian Wood 
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I MKI': WOUKIllG J.tl A DAY CAIU.': CI^IITEU 

I love \hB baljifip; 11, ey are dn i:J. lug . You watch tliem grow. At 
rli.Rl- VI, Py ni p on 11, r boU:.l.e, Uieu Uiey sLart bo smile ab you and 
l-ofo.o v,,u know 1.1 11, oy am c.aw.l.lny. ACter a monbh Lhey begin to 
»>y I.,, walk. Tl, rough all I he ciy.i.ny and laughing it makes you feel 
good ai)oul. youiseir. 

Ruth Williams 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



'i'p;i.;r':v i ii \ vw 

Ily favoril.P Le. 1 ev .i f; i un r^lnLlon Is WyLM. 11: linK n lot to offer 
c^voiyono. TliPi.e in a vnriPl.y of pi.ograms buv.U aJ3 bravel, 
nnLuio, muni(^ ;ukI f^thicn I. i oikm 1. picKjirnur;. Wg sliou.Ul j:;\ippoi:l: our 
local pvib.l. io lip-.i.r^v .1 i oji r^lnl. i.on To): v/oirLliwhlie p j. oq i. ammlny • 

Jane Spark?? 
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WHAT I woiM^; TO SCHOOL 

W'.^ w,„. w.,ol .w.al..,., hal:s, yloves .nd long underwear. 

' '^v.d in U.. ,„ounl:ain. and i was v..y cold. We also wore high- 
-iH.o.. Tl.ev wP,n ,„.l-.l-.y; Uwo-loned, black and Laupe. We 
n'-. ..ad r,a,.o,...av.d „a i , . Wn wu.e n.i e.loLhes Tor Sunday when 

■ ■•' c..,al.r-,, oXc. . . We did noL have 

i-^aur; in ii\y l i nip . 

Tess Kaiuinski 
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rrrv i,i':r-^ nArr. wiii:;n v^i?; wi-iu- Yuuwe^ 

Wlion v;p weip youny wo luul Uo Lcike yoocl care oJT our clothes 
bpf'nuHP our c l.ol.li i iiy wnp very limited. Youny ylris wore petticoats 
^"^''^ F'.lipr4 luntpnd (,[ I in 1 (> s 1 i ps . Mlie F;tylG f:or v^/olue^ was to 
v;oni fr\iM'y dio^runr, ^nd hntf:. uuj: r, tock i.uy s we wore were made of 
r(.)H- (Mi i nrd pn<l o I" iiy .1 c)n . 

ne?;s Martin 
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(■'•"'I ll I iii; r;'i'Y i uuuK 



i-;vc 



''V Pii.lny in )....!<,, h i.yi, kc:1k)c,1. we wore Midd.le liLouses of 
>"nl:rhin., 1 oi.., sl;m:h i.nqs , and saddle Bhoes. The 
'^'•■•^••^^"'<"».-. wo.o a iHar.r. ,,r .,1 I dirCoLonl .j,,l.urs. We cn.l.iud Fridays 
""''''"''^ "'V iM'llil. u)lil: ul Ihr, week. We even had a 

nouci, "I .-.m n Illddir.^ girl." iL war, fuu:li Tun! 

KiBa Ruth 



<-|,Wlll 1 IK; l-UOIl [-1Y CM 1 I.IHIOOI.) 

A!' M cliilct yi.(,winq up we liaO l.lii.ee d i. C f erenl: laiids oC clothing 
Ui.-U: WP w(,ie. Wp had sc,-l,oul c.l.oLhep, i>.l ay cl.oUhes and cloUhes £01: 
<-liui.<-h. Wp ^.,,u<=' .^andalr; in the Bvimmer Liine. For scliooi we wore 
<lipn!:pf.: and rd'Ji. I.k and l.w.i.n rsweaUer sel.p. Our play cLoLhes were 
oui old r.choo.l cMolhes. When we aUbended church we wore our very 
hp-a. cloU.pr. . Af: n e| i r 1 wp wore ql.ovp;-:, a Iial., and carried a 

winlcM WP v;<MP pal.Pnl. I pal. her; slioe;^, and in Llie 
KUiuiuPi wr? woie wliil.R sh(.)<?K. 'rlie holidays were a special Uime to 
dinr,r; in your hpnl;,. Plaril.pr and Chr i s ImaR were always special 
holidays. .Soiiip u I" our clolhiny war-; luadp on a sewing machine by our 
ir.oUiPi w i 111 a malching hal oi; l,)onnel:. Ar a chiJ.d growing up, if 
Y^'" didn'l. havp a 1 ol: of iiuMioy you mpvpi" lelU LhaU you were poor. 

Jane Sparks 
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rAMI !.,Y TRAU.LTJ.OMS 

'^''^V <:1m lU our hululeiys weie smn.l.I. niid quieU, I had an 
nunl nnd uiu.Mp wlio 1 i ved In ConneauL, Ohio. They also had an only 
^MuJd we wP.re l.uyeliiei- Toi: Lhe hoLldayB, We would alUernahe 

wh.M!h home we would be nU Tur that occasion. 

l-o]^ 'rhanksy Iv lnq we would yo to the other liome on Wednesday 
nCtc^r our fatlieis j eturr,ed n.-oin work, and our luotliers would prepare 
<l.nnioi lOi. I lio next day. riy cousin Jean and 1 would yo into the 
hed} (>t,in to play and keep n\it of tl»e way. As young yirls we played 
Willi haby dolls. An we yi.ow older we played paper dolls wliich was 
oui rnvorito yamp. Soinetiines we played checl^ers or Chinese 

(.)n 'I'hankr^y i V 1 tiy moi nliiy we would sleep until around 9 a,m, 
oui moihois would si pop in and we wt.»u.ld prppare n smal.l breakfast 
l<u OUI Inlhf>>;i wh i I out ninlheif:; r, 1 ppt i n. 

VihrMi (.)ui.- motliPi s aioj^o we kept ovirselves busy and out of 
their way. We ale ))el wotui '?. and i p.m. Our diiuier was a 
Iradilional dinner; tui.key and all the trimmings. My favorite was 
lhe pumpkin pie. After dlnnej- Jean and I helped with the dishes • 
We would rd.ay at lhe hour;n \uitil late Svuiday and then we would 
I i u I o I o on r ( n-/n h< . 

( 1) 1. i r; I ma?; vk'xr vei.y iiuH'h tlie same, except Christiuas Eve we went 
i <) flidniyht Ilass then homr- to bed and waited for Ranta to arrive. 
Dlnnp!- was .in the middle of Christmas bay. We had ham, meatballs, 
various salads, veyetablPM, re.llsh tray, etc. This was our very 
spnoir\l ! 1 m<^ (.) f the yeai. . 

Rnljy Far re 11 
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riY TAvoin'i'p; ciiim;ikj(ju 'royf> 

Ar? a <'hL.Ul I. lu'ul l.v;o InvorlLe doll.??, a Linely doll and a Betty 
lUjcip doll. My l.i.iuly wan 1 I f?d I.iindy l.iGcause Charles hiiidberg flew 
aiiplan'^ acior-tr. I. ho ocor\n to Pai.ir:. When Chajrles Lindberg 
lotuMUMl lo Aiur^ri(S'\, pn{)p|(» liatl a b i.y l.ebra tion i'.ov hlni. He was 
faiuour:. IK-^l ly Hoop v/af-? a flapppr. Siie appeared in movies and 
cNai. tounn. Dh^^ wc.nild Fiay, 'MU)op, hoop." f?he had dark hair, wore a 
<.n ori|i (ht'f.f;^ and l»ad an Immii 1 ftr'.r: J'i<.nn. o. 

I havt-^ a hand- madf:> ciadU^ that \ (i\ilte o.l.d. It was: luade in 
Altoona in thp AU.ocMia P.ai.l.i.uad Sht^pf=: and given to lue be my 
qranchuothor , l.t .in an anl. i'lne. The woj:d antique means old, from 
tln^ |.)afd . I r\l?;o had a do 1 Mu)ur;c9 foi; my d(.)lls and to entertain me. 
!t war; «^ui:lt Inn lo movi^ liu rn.i Ini. e around. These toys were a 

f^p(^c:l.al pa it of my ch LUlhood . 

Jane Sparks 
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•'W'i'ci Ai, cm i,ijiK)ui) Mi:n(;u i.p;s 

WlKM, I w.,r, chi.ld, w.> played Lh.lny^ like >uaiJ cai.-rier, hide 
and Mook, and nut. i„ l.ho..e doy« we didn-U have ropes, so we 

would ur:o ,,,npn v i nr.r= . ,„ Ihn r;unu„e,.-, v.e would p.l.ny ),ni.l. during Uhe 
''^ ^'"'"'^> l"'-'y n,akr,-b.,.l ieve like cat and horse, 

qh<)f:l and ,1,1 ins. Then would be scared to go to sleep. 

When .1 was aboul. eiqhl: or nine years old, my aunt yol: a record 
"'-''^ V"u l.o h.-Hl wind up l:o play. In U.ose days, we didn'b 
have I ad i os 'I'V ' s . 

riy qrandfallimi: had a hoise and buyyy. We used to ride tlie 
lioise. iio was beavitilul. and i ed and could out run a train, hater 
ii«V ur.clr. bouyht a c:ar whi^-ji he leTt at our house. We would push 
"I' I l>^^ 111 11 so wo (Mnild watch it i.oll down. 

Rutli Williams 
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A 1 All I i,Y Ti'.Ai;.i;iM on 

liird clu ir=lmnr; I i fMiK^^mhe r wnr; wLph .1. sharled r^choo.l.. I 
''••><» <•« now Mu,ll,or .-n,-l now l,;,l,y In.cl.h,., . L .l.i.veU w.i.Lh i,>y 
yandprn <^nln i ......p I. wa.^; Ml n.onU.s o.Ul, wl,en my molher died. 

Wo nlwnyc; n ppRcin 1 diniiG)- will, Iwo biy roasl.iiig 

l:>.-it.unin..,r,. Wr hrul a live bree wii.i.ch never 
''■■lia.M CM, il. I.;, lunuyht ur. yc„„n nice ylUts. We gob 

r^mnl .l loyr., Kc„„e c1<;1.1,pr, ,-,,,d a "soup" d i rI, wibli an orange, nubs, 
and candy. 

'■•'">ilv caiMo irom a sina II lowi,. ■L'he church iie.l.d a 
I'-^i^V l"> nil 1.1, o c;l,i.idi.r>n and I. hey would receive a box 
rilled wilh candy. Ovp.r 1,1, o hoi.idny ihe Moose Club opened their 
dooiK, and all Hip chJldron in town would yo In one door and out 
' '"^ "llio,-. .sanla would yivo Uhp,,, al l a box of candy and an 
t>i ant.jr^ . 

1 ollpii wondpr il oranypK were a luxury back then because it 
r4ppmpd llial pvPiy(.,np recp i vod Ihein as yifl.'--?. Christinas is very 
d i. r (■ o , oi , (: I ,( )v; . 

Marian Wood 
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vniAT nil) wii: DO iji-ruui': 'rv 



.1. i>lnvP(i l),'i;;fol>ci.l .1 and l;n <; he Lba i i . .1. 1 .IsUened to 
vruWo r.vni.y dny. .1 rU.nd.i.ed my suliooi lessons; at nlylil: by kerosene 
Iniupr^. rinch ni.qlil. bf^^roi. e 1 >f?d I: line my Tam Lly v/ould P.i.nq and have 
*'*''V'^^- Wo iiMd a lamily fjiiaiUol:. Tlin i:ain.i..l.y quai.l:eU had a 
bi;c)a<l('ar;l: onc.:h Siniday moin'nu.j al: B a.m. over Radio SUalJ.on WEMK 
Union ^'il.y, 'l'p^nnf?nr;p^f^ . 

RicliaLel Chambers 
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WHAT IHli WI^ IX) UI!;F0I^I:; 'J'V 

_ Ar. a younq child yiowiixj up j.u the J.ntR igjo's our home had no 
i.v. Wo ha<l l-.wo qi.niKlmoUhPi cj iivinq wj.Uh us. One was loving 
<:ni n.M and mu<;h fun. The oUhc^i; was jusl: Uhere. t had two favorihe 
Luys. onp was a mel.a.!. ScoU. ir-h doy wUh rubber ears and the other 
was a iiiplal oal ; you pul led Lhe tall, down and it would run across 
UiP i-(M.m and hit tlie wn 1 1 . j. also had many doJls. My two 
(av,,, ,1,. wn,o ;:,H>w Whil.t^ an<l Shj, ley Tr,mp.le. I still have both 

Af:; I c.jinw (.>iar?i I l.ocniuc^ i H U e i." e s U et I in Rpoi.Us. My dad Look niG 
l(; hannhall. qamnR ainl Rw.iuuuinr.j nU Lhe bencii. Also al: school sports 
b*-(.iamro vr^i y i mpo) l.aiil. Uo iiu^ as nliiP );oyR and aiioU^ei; girl and 
mynpl I lOrmnd n ynn^j. our fa voi. j. Uf- spoi.lis al: »:;ij.s Lbiie were 
^•''■yt'l iM'i r\nd lOolball in I r^uinmpr . I. n Uhe winter we played 
lKMf;knU.a I I , ic:c. ril;atin^|, h^-'koy, and Jiimpiny barrels. 

novin'.i on \() junior bi^ih, 1. now pari i cipaUed in sports as part 
ol iuy fodia cuiri.cular a(.!l. i v i. t i es . Again piayiny tennis, track, 
vol.lr>ybal. 1 , and baskntbail. Ln addition to my sports, 1 got and 
woikpd al my first jol) in a deli Tor 2\j cents an hour. 

(^f)inM on lo higli s(iliciol j. took poui and being competitive I 
! acpd bill rt>u.ld never d.ivo. My ravor.ito 5::port was baske tbal 1 and 
I waj:; r;l 1 1 I playing md..!.! Im/o. My slu\ Ijioke his hip at this time 
but wp had anolhei: interest. My cousin was now playing football 
lor thri luUTal.o !3i.lls, as fi tackle. M'liis is when 1 started to 
walch 'I'.V. I am still a iuuialo fan and go to Buffalo for at least 
two gamon a r^^ason. fly I i I was fa!" fi om boring without T.V. 1 
had my f fuui 1 y , sp^.)j lr;, woj ); f\nd most important much love. 

Uul;y Farre 1 .1 



63 



WHAT wp: ui'i'CMU': 'I'V 



I. i Pmembn,. we.l J whal. we aid beroie TV. After school my 
Mcl.he and .1 luined on the radJo to Amos and Andy, one of our 
nv„r^,U. P.lu,w^ i ,;nn also remember my mother qivinq us an orange 
lo pal a., wn nat „n l:he nol a l .i.Kten.i.ny to the radio "show. 

In l.he Rvoninq it was wonderfuJ.. We all sat in tlie Jivinq 
.oom alter supper and listened to tlie radio. My father would read 
;he paper and my mother wovrl.d either fold up clothes or just sit 
back an.l reJax. We would listen to such stories as The Green 
hornet, bux Theatej", and Fibber Haqee and Holly. l\y brotlier and I 
did oui l.omewoi k as we listened to the radio. It is a liappy memory 
Yl^ ' ' ^"'^ qeU:hPred to-jether in the liviny room. We also 

1 i.stenp(( l;o the Inner Hactvim and the Mummers. Tliey were scary 
stui les but we enjoyed them very inucli . The Mummers was tlie last 
sl.ury we wei.e allowed to stay up foi: and when it was over, my 
mother would say, "1 am qoiuy to beat you both upstairs. Tiie last 
one up is a donkey. "Since i.t was such a scary story, neither my 
bi other nor I wnnt^d l:o be the last one downstairs. One of us had 
^" ^^>'" <'<d liio llqht and I he i.ad.io. I.t seems that .1 was always 
lasl. oh l)<)v, was .1 ri(;aifMl lunniny up the staits to yo to bed. 

Madeline Geertson 
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AriM'U SCHOOL AciMv i.'r.i r-is 

Dui inq luy qifidn fu/liunl yoMLT^ In Ihc? l^DO'n?, v/e cl.u.l pi.GUUy much 
I ho f;MMio UiiiH.j f:>voi. y tluy filler f;c'1)(X)1. AI.Lc>r v/e goU lujine and got 
r^;()iufU.h i I (.> ofil. , v;h would qo uuL and l.)lny vniUli about 5:00. Then 

il war: in Lhp hour;p lo Lniu^ in "Ij.ll. l.e Oi phaii Annie" on the radio. 
M'iiir> w.'\;: iifnia I 1 y n t ion I. i lu h m I r;p,-i(^c;. l.-.hR bef^t pari: onme at the 

^■^'^^^ N'*-"" pio«jiain v;lion ilw :\nno\nu:r-M vjou.l.d gj.ve out a special 

luPRRH'.p^ v;hit.:li v;e would !'i«.|nio. out v/.i l.h ovw; decoder r.iiiys. After 

"hitl !o oiphan Ainijp" cnmn 'Mno)': Arnir;t ronq" , and then "All. American 

lU)y", an<dhc^r ':\r^\ i f^r; . 

c:a Ihe jrlne Gus ta Tson 
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r.i':i-(.)Rii; tv iii:;w.s 

CM Sunday ni:i-.R,.noon wp wouJ d ride downUowi, ^.o my ilal.iier could 
M'^l-. 11.. hnnob.,,.,. ..ore. which were un n board, nLLacheu Uo a 
nl sixlh nnd Kar.l Avcuup. a ,„nn with chalk would update 
Nh. as Moodod, and i, i. was a , .a 1 1 y close game, we would 

pat k I Ihm. p \\)\ av;h i 1 . 

eatliGirluG Gustafson 
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WHAT Ml'] \)\.\) ni':i'(.)Ki": 'rv 

\\\ l.liR Rvimiiie !. l. i in(-^ , v;o v;()i.i.Ul Lajie vjnJks and piny outdoors. 
Wp v;(»ul(i play l.hiuyr^ l.ikf^ hn.seba.U. , lH)f)-F;cul:cli , and jacks. Our 
lie i )ni 5-; VM)vH (I (;oniP iyya^i lo s.i.l: on l.ln^ ii.onl: porch and visit 
wilh Ill [\\<? V/ i 1 1 1 r-M I. i nw ' , we wu\ild havo i\ |ol: oT Hip nc?iglibor 

(.Miildion in lu mnl;o popc.ioMi. Sump* L .i.mep; v/q wcuid have a taffy 
pu 1 .1. v;hi('h \-n\r^ a .l.ol. cf \'\\\\. 'i'he neiqhbcrs had a phonuqraph and 
v;f=^ ' d play locoiclr^, r; i iv.j , and dance uiind. We also .1 1 l;ed to play 
al I I; i iKh' o (' traid ^jamefi. 

In I honp days, we didn't do u\uch leadiny because all we had 
to I oa<l liy v;ar; .lamps. Wt"? didn't ynt electric until 1 was 

about ( ivf^ yf-^ai s old. V/lion wp wanted to hear tlie news we had to 
go l u I hp neighbcns. We (lidn't yet a racti.o until 1 was about six 



y p c'\ 1 s old. 



Lorinda Jenkins 
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Knp^^^jinl I y on SRlm dny (-veniiriB i. always enjoyed the 'Mlit 
Parndo iMoqiain". .1. had a noLebook Lhal: I wou.ld write Uhe songs 
down in fir: Uioy rnuiumuTnl UuMn. I o.i.ro liked l:Iie mysLery programs, 
^ Iniow my Jlaniily alw.'iyi^ enjoyed the news. 

Ily mol.hei- and .1. Icn^nd lo play Ihe piano, i took lessons and 
war. all lomly \i)r Llie locilnl. when 1. yoU r.lok. AfUer Uhat I was 
nnahli^ I o coidiuue with my IcT^nons. I lifH.l learned enough aboul: 
munitj lo pul. l.lu^ noLer; on i)aptM-, ll);e lor Vhe songs 1 would hear on 
Ihe radio. 1 ju!:;l: wish I. had my noLeliool'.s and Uhe music Idiat I had 
p I ay od , 

I il 1 (Mijfiy I i rd fM 1 i I if.j I ;nid [)lay.iny mus i.c sometimes. 

Knov/ing iiuM;.io has helped mn v; i V.h my s 1 nq 1 ng in our oho.i r at church. 

!3ess Martin 
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I.I 11*: i.u!;ruRi:: tv 

H'MMif* TV Mkm n v;oi ;j | u I'. iiun.Q oulniclr^ auU.i.v J I: i , We had 
nn i qiihoihood hnr-;o|.,nIl ganioFi, i.oU.Ri: f;k?.U: i iiy on the sUlewaikn, and 
liido nnd vion]\ n\\\c^\i\c^. 'I'hpn whf?^n Ihe (^veniny caine wg lir?l:GnGd in 
n qicMip I I hR indio. Vh^ h^Mi d Burns and Allan, Jack Benny, * and 
Ujp SMMIivait rUiowr; . A I I t M v; a i d r:? llir>ro v;<?r»? Uhe nev/s and 

u\u^^i(^al r:h()v;r-;. W(? VK^ > o r^^all.y alj.le l.u ronjoy qan\i?s oT Monopoly 
and catfh; moif^^ I Ban cBildi.pn do l:oday. .I.U was an inUGi/GsUiny 
I. i id 1 i V r» . 
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wiiA'i' ijii.) n)i;ruui'; tv 

Af; a c-iiihl yi.ow.lnq up lu>|„j.e LIirlg was TV, 1 rGiiiember jumping 
KH-n, ic,l.lp,- r.knl..inM, niul lukr, ,-.i.d .i.i.y . .In my homeLowii, we had a 
!:w i mill 1 ii<| |.,,<i I i II I ho \ \ y . 

I war-; )K)in .i.n l.he l:omIcm. of 1.1. e .-.Lnte, A.lLoona, which was a 
i.niijond l.<,wn. Wp used Lo .-.po r i.oL of l.i.aiiis and wouid count Ulie 
rnilM.nd rrxi nr. I hpy wpmI l,y. a coupl.r. uf miles from AlLoona is 
llio w<,i Id (.MiMour: lUu ru..r;lu,.:. c.iivp. Wh.Mi w<; wenl: Lo llurr;---hue Curvs, 
wo hopo.i Lc) spp a Ui.ain yoin.j aiound. II: was always cool there on 
liol. s^uiMiMPr n i.qhl.s . 

'I'ho I'oiiu Alio llol.(?l war; )umui(-d I o have had Aljiaham Lincoln 
V i s i I and I cM>p LliPl <? . 

.lane Sparks 
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WHAT VIF. DJ.U BI-.TUIU': TV 

ir l:liF> wenl.hPi: pe rm j I Lad , a yi.oup o C us would liike ouL into 
'■'"^ '•"""I'V- Wp w(n.ld yc, .-Uk-uI. two mile.s out cnisd back. When we 
wr,rf- ,l<,Mn In k i in.j we would cjo bnck Lo soiugomg ' s house and do 
'IldPiPnl: IhinqH. Some oT Ihe Llilnyr', we d.i.d were sit and sing 
wlii lo or our D IPMds played the piano, have a tafCy pull and 

•'■'<>■ it, <ti- cook and rdin.l. I pcaituLs. 

only onon a woek ovir movie playod. There were a lot of 
^-iHucher! aiound. On Sunday we went to chuircli and our young people 
'.P oupod l.oqol.hp,- and had outings out oT town. A couple oC our 
lallieir: w-nild df ivc^ ur; l.o Uir-^ town whoio our meetinys were. 

Marian V/ood 
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cixrniiNc; 8i yles from 
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cLu'i'iiina s'rYi..L::s iiuqm my childhood 

When .1 was n .lU-.blG yjil, my parents were poor and could not 
nrroKl l.o bny n loU oC o.l.oLlies. .1 wore sunsuiUs in Llie summer 
and l.M-.l-.lR RlRfovelRBS dreBses oT that Lime, the 193U's. When I 
be(!amQ n Ueenacjer .1. wore .LiLl.ie dresses w.i.Lh belUs LhaL tied in the 
ba(.!k. I haled Ihem, especially when i wenl: Lo liigh school. Tlie 
ol.hPi qirlf. woi o nkiil.n and blouses or RweeiLers and saddle shoes. 
Some wnr^ widn pood le skii. Uf^; some wore sLockings or high socks. 
I fell- onl. or place and emba i raised , 1 lelL diCferenl:. 

I (h^cided l.hal. Kuinmei- l.o l.ind some work \:o do to make some 
monoy U., )>mv my own oIoI.Iipr. i joJned a crop-picking club; you had 
r:vei y morning a pickup Uruck would park on the corner 
and pick \ip the kids .in my nc^ 1 ghborhood . We picked currants first, 
l.hen Rl.i aw))Ri. r i PS , cheri .ips, et(j. 1 was as brown as a berry 
myj^f^li, and lioalthy Ioul;i!i.j. j. madf.^ enough money to by some 
sk.i.rlr;, blouses, stockings, c;v;eaters and one $25 war bond. My 
luolher and lather were boUi very proud of me and treated me 

•'^l-^^^' i • • 1 l elt proud, and ^.jood when I went back to school that 
r all. 

Made I ine Geer tson 
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C:i,U'ni.l.IK^ STYLIiiS I' ROM flY CIliLDIlOOD 

Wn lind special cl.olhos for schoo.l, church and play. For 
Rohoul hrul n j on.l. u\r.^. cher^n and shoes. When we yoL home from 

r^cMiuol had lo t;hanr)e oui; cJ oLhes before we wenL ouL to play, 

Mosl. of l.lie Lime .in the Rummer we had Lo go barefooL. For church 
our diesc-ec^ ^nd Rhoes wej.(- more dres5^;y Lhan our school clothes, 
tloF;L of cMu dj:er;r?es and slips were liand made. 

In Vhe monLli ol: May when 1 was In school we always had a 
flaypojp dance. We had a chance LhaL day Lo get all dressed up £or 
up Coi- \linL special evenL. 

Lori.nda J enkins 
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